of the United States of America in their claims. This
would be rendering direct support to servitors of the Ger-
mans and violating the rights of the Soviet Union and
other Allies, rights recognized by the Potsdam conference.
If the proposals of the U.S.A. are designed to safeguard
the interests of American and British oil companies in
Austria whose property had been transferred to Germans
without any objection on the part of the United States and
Great Britain, then these claims should be addressed to
Germany and* should not be met at the expense of the
Soviet Union andi other Allies.
The proposal that the United Nations General Assembly
be requested to give its recommendations on the question
of German assets in Austria is baseless, nor can Article 14
of the Charter be cited in support of it. It would be wrong
to approach the United Nations on this question, since such
questions do not come within the competence of the United
Nations. The procedure otf preparing the treaty with Aus-
tria should not differ from the procedure we followed in
preparing the peace treaties with Italy, Rumania, Bulgaria,
Hungary and Finland.
For its part, the Soviet Government proposes the estab-
lishment of a commission composed of representatives of
the United States, Great Britain, France and the Soviet
Union, with instructions to examine all outstanding ques-
tions relating to the Austrian treaty, paying special atten-
tion to a detailed consideration of Article 35 and the ap-
propriate part of Article 42, with a view to harmonizing
the standpoints of the Allied Governments represented on
the commission, and to submit its report to the Council of
Foreign Ministers.